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TREETOP TALL, GOOD BUDDY! LET'S 
ROLL!! DEARLY BELOVED, WE SCATTERED 
ALL OVER THE STATE TO JOIN TOGETHER 
THIS K-WHOPPER COMMANDO AND HIS GIRL! 
NOW, EAGER BEAVER, DO YOU TAKE THIS 
BUFFALO TO BE HIS PERPETUAL BACK 
DOOR AND RAKE THE LEAVES ON THE 
SUPERSLAB OF LIFE? 
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—CB FICTION: ONE MAN’S RADIO— 
—ON THE ROAD WITH THE CHANNEL-EARS— 
—FCC RULINGS—NEW TECHNOLOGY— 
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C’MON IN AND TEST 
DRIVE A JOHNSON 
AUTOMATIC GB. 


That's right, we want you to check out a Johnson 
automatic CB to see for yourself what a difference 
automatic controls make. No fussing, no fiddling with 
unnecessary knobs and switches. 


Johnson is the automatic CB—with built-in electronic 
speech compression, voice tailored audio circuitry, 
automatic noise limiting and automatic gain control. 


And that’s not all. Johnson starts you off with great 
performance and keeps it up with a full year parts and 
labor warranty and walk-in service from the nationwide 
Johnson Authorized Service Network with more than 
850 locations from coast to coast. 


So come on in and check out the full line of automatic 
Johnson CBs. Get yourself the CB the professionals 
use and join the great American adventure. 


Gre Hr agri 
CF sion Safety Sheriff 


See Your Johnson CB 
Dealer For His 
F _ Extraordinary Low Price 
Johnson Messenger 123A On This J OMNSON ace In America) 


23-Channel Transceiver 
@ illuminated meter, channel 23 Cha nel T «* 

ee n ransceiver 
@ Built-in automatic noise limiter 


@ Built-in speech compression for 
extra range 
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‘For complete information on Johnson CB’s, send a postcard or letter! 
Ho: NORTHEASTERN DISTRIBUTORS, 304 Vassar St, Cambridge, 
I Mass. 02139 Attn: Johnson CB Division. 


a ee Be eet 

















THE BOSTON PHOENIX, ELECTRONICS: FEATURING CB RADIO, AUGUST 24, 1976 / PAGE THREE 


CB Chic 
in Wellesley 








The story of the “ee Sig gaassasta Channel-Ears 


by Michael Matza 

When that number one 
Scotch-and-Water left Natick- 
town headed for the big F-L-A, 
he blessed his fellow Channel- 
Ears with all the golden num- 
bers — “threes and eights all 
- over your pretty ones,’’ he 
shouted — and there wasn’t a 
dry eye in the house. 

Birddog’s voice cracks 
reverential as he describes 
Scotch-and-Water’s almost mys- 
tical journey south. “It was 
beautiful; the truckers had him 
in the rocking chair all the way 
down to Lauderdale. The 
Scotch-and-Water was the best 
on the air around here. He’s just 
a flaky four-wheeler but he talks 
like an 18-wheeler. The truckers 
won’t talk to everybody, but they 
adopted him like one of their 
own. The whole way down to 
Florida, they wouldn’t let him 
pay for nothing.” 

At the tender age of 18, 
Scotch-and-Water is already a 
legend in his own time. He was 
the first president of the Chan- 
nel-Ears, a Wellesley-based citi- 
zens band radio club, and when 
he left to attend college down 
south, he turned his executive 
position over to Gunrunner, a 
former Wellesley police chief 
more than twice his age. 

The wide appeal of the Chan- 
nel-Ears is reflected in more 





The Brown Bagel Base — as labeled. 


than the age gap between presi- 
dents past and present. The 
August 10 meeting at the Italo- 
American Educational Club on 
Oak Street in Wellesley brings in 
a cross-section from all walks of 
life. The Mad Irishman is in 
attendance; ditto for the Bud- 
weiser King and his Pink Lady; 
Ace of Diamonds; Lemon Sun- 
shine; Silver Supreme; Stormin’ 
Norman; Cutty Sark and Miss 
Muffet his XYL (ex-young lady, 
now wife). Butcher Boy, the 
head of Old Colony Meat Pack- 
ing, pulls on his distinguished 
silver moustache. He’s across the 
table from Green Thumb, a 
young Wellesley school-system 
maintenance man. Around the 
room, T-shirts sport fuzzy-let- 
tered ‘“‘handles” that help to re- 
call each member’s handle. For 
many of the 30 members in 
attendance, the gathering repre- 
sents the first “eyeball” with 
people they’ve been modulating 
(talking) with for weeks. 
Jewelry and wardrobe say a lot 


at a gathering like this, and the 
room is filled with everything 
from tennis sneakers and wire 
rims to leisure suits and retract- 
able belt-loop coils. As Gunrun- 
ner calls the meeting to order 
and minutes of the previous 
meeting are read by the secre- 
tary, Miss Muffet, word is 
passed around the table “tele- 
phone-style” — Fireplug won’t 
show tonight, he’s at his home-20 
(location) babysitting for his 
grandchildren. 

Spotlight is in the theatrical 
lighting business and his Need- 
ham-based company provides 
the lighting for many outdoor 
rock concerts in the Boston area. 
Scotch-and-Water is his kid, and 
dad enjoys a kind of contact 
status as a result of his famous 
son. 

“‘My kid got a CB radio for his 
Bar Mitzvah six years ago,” 
Spotlight beams, “and I guess 
you could say he got the rest of 
the family hooked. I use the 
thing all day long for my busi- 





= . ‘Tt’s ridiculous 
talking through that thing 
to. a bunch of strangers 
using phony names and 


funny language,’ she said. 
Then one night I lent her 


339 


my car. 





ness — modulating with my 
trucks — and at night I modu- 
late with my friends. Learning to 
talk through the mike builds 
self-confidence for kids and 
teaches them to relax. For 
adults? Yeah, you're right, I 
guess you could say it does the 
same for them.” 

Miss Muffet is a legal secre- 
tary in Boston. Her husband, 
Cutty Sark, owns Arnie’s Deli in 
Natick. Their 16-year-old son, 
Kosher Pickle, got the family in- 
terested in CB. When they are 
not on the air from the mobile 
radios in their cars, they are 
monitoring one-nine (channel 
19) from their home in Natick, 
the Brown Bagel Base. It was not 
too long ago that Miss Muffet 
uncovered a well-guarded secret 
— her daughter was a closet CB 
queen. 

“When my daughter came 
back from her first year at the 
University of Hartfori, she 
thought her family had flipped. 
‘It’s ridiculous talking through 
that thing to a bunch of 


* strangers using phony names 


and funny language,’ she said. 
Then one night I lent her my car 
and I was monitoring on another 
set when I heard her voice. She 
used the handle ‘Partner-in- 
Crime,’ which is what I called 
her when she was younger and 

Continued on page 4 
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Continued from page 3 

got into mischief. Between the 
sound of her voice, and that 
handle, I knew it was her. And 
my son makes more’ dates on 
that radio. All the kids are al- 
ways on channel 3; we call it the 
Sesame Street channel.” 

For some, 
Crime, garrulous “ratchet-jaw- 
ing’ comes more slowly. For 
most of the Channel-Ears, fun- 
loving motor mouths that they 
are, nearly every spare moment 
is spent with their “ears on.” 
Like grown-up Cubbies and 
Karens, they’ve traded one pair 
of ears for another, but if you 
look into their eyes the passion 
for that little mouse is still there. 

The meeting constitutes the 
first contact among Gunrunner, 
Royal Pain and his wife, Blue 
Eyes. Informal eyeballs are of- 
ten set up in local parking lots. 
The feeling of fraternity is high. 
Like layers peeled from an onion, 
the skins of privacy are shed ac- 
cording to a predictable ritual. A 
neutral-territory eyeball is al- 
ways set up before an invitation 
home is offered. Because of the 
large number of CBers passing in 
and out, Budweiser King and 
Pink Lady call their home base 
Grand Central Station. Prop- 
erly chaperoned by her beer-lov- 
ing hubby, Pink Lady astounds 
her clubmates by an act of ulti- 
mate CB chic — an eyeball with 
an 18-wheeler. 

So-that’s-what-you-look-like 
handshakes are swapped all 
around, and Blue Eyes jokes 
with Blue Skies (a professional 
equestrienne) about their simi- 
lar handles. 

Among the items of business 
on the agenda (the meetings are 
conducted according to Roberts 
Rules of Order and democracy is 
a high priority — even the 
hyphen in the club name was put 
to a popular vote) is a distribu- 
tion of the bylaws. The bylaws 
specify rules for selection of offi- 
cers and Executive Committee 
members, eligibility require- 
ments for membership, terms for 
paying dues ($5 initially plus 
$1/month payable semi-yearly), 
and the stated object of the or- 
ganization: “... education of 
members to a higher degree of 
proficiency in the art of radio 
communications, mutual ac- 
quaintanceship and secial com- 
panionship and assistance in 
emergency.” 

The issue of emergency assis- 
tance is raised often in CB 
circles. Combining the qualities 
of the Lone Ranger, Broderick 
Crawford (no one shouts a bet- 
ter 10-4), and Dick Tracy, many 
CBers exhibit a Dew-line watch- 
fulness as a matter of -course. 
During Hurricane Belle, the 
Channel-Ears were on the air 
with no fewer than six base 
units, ready to ride like Knights 
of the Night or to provide -a 
double-el (a land-line telephone 
call) for ambulance or police. 

Channel 9 is the emergency 
channel in this area and it is al- 
ways clear for distress calls. A 
Framingham chapter of the 
national CB organization 
REACT voluntarily monitors 9 
on a 24-hour basis. In Wellesley 


like Partner-in=”" 
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" Birddog, Gunrunner and Fat Chance at the home-20. 


itself, CB radio has been used to 
foil robberies or simply co- 
ordinate a tire change. A 10-33 
(call for emergency assistance) 
takes precedence over the great 
klatch of chitchat ordinarily on 
the air. Failure to stand aside for 
a’ 10-33 invokes the wrath of the 
FCC, but worse, it draws that of 
fellow radio operators. Royal 
Pain, a Wellesley town cop by 
day, suggests that on the model 
of ‘“‘crime-check communities” 
signs could be posted saying, 
“The Police Department of this 
area monitors CB emergency 
channel 9.” CBers give the force 
a whole lot more eyes, he says. 

A late arrival enters the meet- 
ing hall (one half of which is still 
criss-crossed with streamers 
from some previous celebra- 
tion). He is introduced to the 
group by Gunrunner. ‘‘And I be- 
lieve this lovely lady’s related to 
you,” Gunrunner says of the 
XYL, also late. ‘‘Yeah,”’ the late- 
comer quips, ‘“‘she’s my wife, but 
we’re only related through mar- 
riage.” 

Just what is it that makes or- 
dinary citizens of affluent Bos- 
ton suburbs aspire to match the 
speech patterns of eighth-grade 
dropouts from Appalachia? The 
answer’s not entirely clear. 

Pink Lady suggests people are 
bored with television. ‘‘Oc- 
casionally there’s a Mary Hart- 


co 


man, or some new twist, but 
mostly it’s a boob tube.” 

“You could talk regular,” 
Honcho says. “But the slang is 
part of the fun. The first time 
you say ‘negatory’ instead of ‘no’ 
you might feel a little funny, but 
you learn not to be nervous; no- 
body can see you.” 

For some, the anonymity of 
CB transmitting gives them an 
important way of making con- 
tact with people and allows them 
to invent new persona for them- 
selves. Unencumbered by set- 
tled mannerisms and appear- 
ance, a new identity — albeit a 
temporary one — is only a micro- 
phone-breath away. 

In the beginning, many CBers 
are “mike shy,” and. more than a 
few confess that all they did for 
the first three weeks was listen. 
After picking up the slanguage, 
and discovering some people 
they’d like to modulate with, the 
reticent learn to talk a mile a 
minute. 

New business on the agenda 
concerns the purchase of T-shirts 
and the possibility of securing 
group insurance for their CBs. 
Nearly one in 30 cars on the road 
has a CB — easily identifiable by 
the thick whip antenna popping 
out of the roof or streaming from 


‘the back bumper — and the 


theft rate is very high. With $200 
deductibles, the cost of a stolen 
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unit is almost never recovered. 

Presently the meeting is ad- 
journed, to convene again the 
second Tuesday of next month. 
The meeting has adjourned none 
too soon, it seems, as “those old 
brown bottles” begin to appear 
from under the table, and nor- 
mally loose tongues are lubri- 
cated even further. 

Breaking into small groups, 
they swap stories and technical 
information on how to get better 
performance from their units. 

The room is buzzing, and the 
word is passed to sing happy 
birthday to Broken Shoulder. A 
cake appears. The candles are 
the kind you can’t blow out. 

There are the obligatory 
stories of hard-hitting cowboys 
in 18-wheelers and how they'll 
help you beat the double-nickel 
(55 mph speed limit) on the 
Mass. Green Stamp (read: turn- 
pike). 

In some of the conversation a 
high coefficient of loneliness 
comes through. For so many, the 
CB is a way into America’s party 
line — a way to extend your 
sphere of influence geometri- 
cally without leaving the fa- 
miliar surroundings of home or 
car. For a paraplegic named 
Ironsides it is a channel into an 
outside world he might other- 
wise have never known. For The 
Widow Lady, copied on a “skip” 


from North Carolina by Miss 
Muffet, (a break in the cloud 
cover that allows normally short 
distance CB transmission to 
reach greater distances) it’s the 
way for a shut-in old lady to feel 
a sense of community. 

“Even my two year old is at- 
tached to the thing,” Blue Eyes 
volunteers. “‘Her. handle is The 
Twerp. I switch the thing to PA 
{a public-address mode] and let 
her go. She talks to herself and 


“she’s impressed.” 


Before the evening breaks up, 
the “sucking on the brown bot- 
tles” gets heavier, the jokes get a 
little raunchier, and the flirting 
and sexual innuendo a little 
more apparent. “Give me a 
shout’”’ (a call on the “ole 
radidio”) becomes “give me a 
tickle,” and the reporter’s com- 
panion can’t help teasing “Well, 
it’s been nice copula. . ., I mean, 
modulating with you.” Take 
away the radio slang, add some 
disco Muzak, squint your eyes 
and you’ve got it — the Rusty 
Scupper gone mo-bile. 

Birddog has promised to take 
us for a demo in his beat-up Fal- 
con. The car has four antennae 
strategically protruding and 
looks like a miniature fishing 
trawler. On a home-made ply- 
wood console between the front 
bucket seats sits three pounds of 
metal, transistors, and wire.’ It 
has a life of its own. We turn 
onto Route 128. 

“Break one-nine, this here’s 
the number one Birddog outta 
Natick-town shouting for you 
southbounders with 18 wheels. 
We can see ya, we want to hear 
ya. Come on, guy.” 

“You got one, break, come 
on.” 

“Hey there guy. What's your 
handle and 20, good buddy?” 

“You got one Red Rooster 
from San Berdoosie-ay here guy. 
Is there a Chestnut Hill around 
here, good buddy? Come on.” 

“That's a four, guy. Do it east- 
bound on that Route 9. You’re 
looking clean and green, clean as 
a jelly bean, right up through.the 
exit, guy.” 

“That's a big four, guy. Much 
thanks at you and have yourself 
a fine and funny evening. All the 
golden numbers on you. This 
here’s that ole Red Roo, we 
gone.” 

Birddog gives us a quick les- 
son in jargon. If you see a Hos- 
tess. bakery truck go by, you can 
call for him as Mr. Twinkie or 
Mr. Cupcake and usually get a 
response. A drunken driver is a 
Harvey Wallbanger. Two women 
hitch-hiking are two beavers (he 
swears this is not derogatory) 
doing the big thumb. Clean as a 
jelly bean means there are no 
smokies (state troopers), local 
yokels (local cops), plain wrap- 
pers (unmarked cars), or county 
mounties (sheriffs) in your path. 

The Number One Phoenix 
Writer (a handle bestowed for 
the night by Budweiser King) 
and the Reporter’s Partner 
thank Birddog for his hospi- 
tality and head for the silence of 
their waiting Volkswagen (“a 
pregnant rollerskate’’). 

“Really, thank you very much, 


§ Birddog.” 


“Hey guy, it’s nothing. I’m out 


> ~ °F here cruisin’ and modulatin’ 
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It's Pink Lady and Budweiser King comin’ at ya from Grand Central. 


every night.” 
Cruising and modulating — 
“four shore.” 
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fayette 


Shopping Centers 


Full Line of 
CB's Available 


Radio Electronic 


_ Com-Phone 23 


Save $$$ On Any 
Of These CB Rigs 








== Sale $299.95 











CB Accessories 








Com-Phone 23* 

e Handsome Telephone-Type Styling 

¢ Handset/ Speaker Switch For Noise 
Resistant Private Listening 

e Range-Boost Circuitry 

¢ Modulation Indicator 

e Automatic Noise Limiting 

¢ Dual Conversion Receiver with 
Ceramic Filter 

e Superior Adjacent Channel Rejection 


Sale $117.66 Save $72 
Reg. $189.95 


HB-525F * 

¢ Delta Tuning 

e Dual Conversion Receiver 

¢ Transmit and Receive Indicators 
e 455 kHz Mechanical Filter 

e Range-Boost for Greater Range 


Sale $149.95 Save $30 
Reg. $179.95 





HB-625A* 

e Multi-Stage Noise Blanker 

e Selective Dual-Conversion Receiver 
with Ceramic Filter 

¢ Lighted S/PRF Meter’ 

¢ Range-Boost Circuitry 

e Selective Call Socket 

e PA Jack 


Sale $169.95 


Reg. $199.95 


Save $30 


SSB-50A* 

¢ 69 Channels 

¢ Suppressed Sideband Carrier for 
Greater Talk Power 

¢ Multi-Stage RF Noise Silencing 

e Range-Boost Circuitry 

* Variable Fine Tune on BOTH Transmit 
and Receive 

e PA Jack 


Sale $299.95 
Reg. $329.95 


Save $30 


All Models Surpass D.O.C. & F.C.C. Transmitter RF Spurious and Harmonic Attenuation 
Requirements. All Models’ Are Complete With Mounting Bracket and Hardware. 











Stainless Steel Trunk Mount 
Antenna.* 
“Rapid Grip’ for permanent, no- 
hole installation. Omnidirectional 
signal pattern. 39” whip, base- 
loaded phasing trans. Less cable 
Sale $14.95 Save $5 
Our Regular Price $19.95 


g Fiberglass Gutter Mount 
Antenna.* 
24” normal load helical antenna, 
co-phased for greater gain and 
capture area. With 19 ft. RG-58 
C/U harness and coaxial fitting, 
sturdy shock spring and hardware. 
Sale $14.88 Save $5.07 
Our Regular Price $19.95 





Power Gain Mike.* 

For relay and electronic switching. 
Amplifies for 100% modulation. 
With output level control, 4-con- 
ductor plus shield coil cord and 
9 volt battery. $19.95 


“‘Range-Boost’’ Pre-Amplified 
Dynamic Desk Mike With 
Modulation Guard.* 

300-3,000 Hz response for excel- 
lent voice transmission, volume 
control, touch-to-talk front bar. 
With self-contained battery, cord 
and wiring instructions.” 


Sale $34.88 Save $10.07 
Our Regular Price $44.95 





Lafayette Radio Electronics Corporation 1976 


BOSTON 


895 Boyiston St. (Across 
from Prudential Center) 


Phone 536-1995 


WEST ROXBURY 

1526 VFW Parkway (Rt. 1) 

(1 Mile North of Dedham Mall) 
Phone 327-0300 


PROVIDENCE, R.I. 
1224 No. Main St. 
(South of Sears) 
Phone 521-4444 


MOST STORES OPEN LATE MOST EVENINGS 


BROOKLINE 
1048 Commonwealth Ave. 


(Opp. Commonwealth Chevrolet) 


Phone 267-8900 


BURLINGTON 
Vinebrook Plaza 
(Opp. Burlington Mall) 
Phone 273-1785 


DANVERS 
Endicott Plaza 
(139 Endicott St.) 
Phone 774-6494 


Sale Through Sept. 30, 


NATICK 

1400 Worcester St. 

(Rt. 9 Opp. Shopper's World) 
Phone 875-6146 


WARWICK, R.i. 

943 Bald Hill Rd. 

(% mi. South of 
Warwick/Midland Malls) 
Phone 828-1511 


SAUGUS 

Saugus Plaza Shopping Center 
Rt. 1 & Wainut St. (Adj. Zayre’s) 
Phone 233-6710 


Rain check guarantee at sale unless limited quantity 
Ful soles ine a0 dare ones ? 


exchange within 60 days. 








“IMPORTED 
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by Paula Span 

It sounds like the lyrics to a 
C&W single. Last month in a 
somnolent southern New Jersey 
town on the banks of the Dela- 
ware, Chow Hound and River- 
side Bud began to quarrel about 
the use of a Citizens Band radio 
channel. It was past midnight, 
and the two men were squaring 
off in the driveway outside 
Riverside Bud’s home. 

Riverside Bud (he later told 
police) called his wife Cherokee 
on his station wagon’s CB unit 
and told her to bring out his 
shotgun. Cherokee loaded a 
single-barrel, 12-gauge gun, 
came out of the house, and 
blasted Chow Hound. Now he’s 
in serious condition with gun- 
shot wounds of the thigh and 
lower abdomen; she’s awaiting 
trial on charges of unlawful use 
of a dangerous weapon and as- 
sault, and Riverside Bud’s 
refusing to comment. The funny 
thing is, Chow Hound and River- 
side Bud grew up together and 
once had been, literally, good 
buddies. 

A true story. I used to cover 
that town, aptly named River- 
side, New Jersey, and nothing 
much excites people there ex- 





Uncle Charlie 
‘ules the Waves 


The FCC is not about to waive the rules 


cept increased sewer assess- 
ments. When grown-up people in 
Riverside (all three principals in 
this drama were in their mid- 
30s) start shooting over Channel 
8, it’s time to take CB regula- 
tion seriously. 


Every week the Federal Com- 
munications Commission, 
guardian of the public airwaves, 
gets piles of complaints of CB 
horror stories. Not usually as 
compelling as the Riverside 
Showdown, they deal with auto- 
matic garage doors that begin to 
raise and lower mysteriously 
after the next-door neighbor 
buys a CB set — or interference 
with auto ignition systems, pub- 
lic address systems, stereos and 
TVs. There have even been re- 
ported cases of interference with 
electric organs. 


The FCC admits it was un- 
prepared for the CB craze; it 
took, after all, 16 years to issue 
the first million CB licenses, and 
only 18 months to pick up on the 
second million. Now officials say 
they’re getting a handle (oops) 
on the Citizens Band explosion. 
Herewith,- a report on the 
struggle to bring order to CB 
communications. 


Licensing 
The Communications Act of 
1934 requires that all radio 
transmitters be licensed. The 
only exceptions are those tenth- 
of-a-watt children’s walkie- 
talkie toys. It makes sense. If 
every communicater transmit- 
ted at whim on whatever fre- 
quency he pleased, senders and 
receivers could never find each 
other in the resulting chaos. 
CB broadcasting without a li- 
cense and authorized call letters 
is illegal, but obtaining a Class D 
license to operate on the Citi- 
zens Band is a simple pro- 
cedure. All you have to do is pick 
up Form 505 from the dealer or a 
local FCC office, answer a few 
general questions like name, ad- 
dress and birthdate (you must be 
18), send the form off to the FCC 
office in Gettysburg, Pa., with a 
$4 check or money order, and 
wait to receive the license. 
Waiting — that’s the prob- 
lem. This year the FCC nearly 
drowned in a flood of license ap- 
plications. In March, when the 
fever peaked, 565,000 people ap- 
plied for licenses and it took an 
average of 75 days for the over- 
whelmed staff to process and ap- 
prove applications. 


So the commission instituted 
a temporary permit system. Now 
when you buy a set you also fill 
out Form 555B, certifying that 
you are of age and have duly ap- 
plied for a license. Form 555B 
tells how to come up with a tem- 
porary call sign based on your 
initials and zip code. One can 
transmit for 60 days with a 
temporary permit and call sign, 
by which time the official li- 
cense will have arrived from 
Gettysburg. 

The system seems to be work- 
ing well. In April, when the com- 
mission received 491,000 license 
applications, the processing time 
was down to 48 days and in May, 
with 430,000 applications (it’s 
dropping, you see) it took only 32 


ys. 

Just before the new temporary 
permits were inaugurated, you 
may recall, Betty Ford pur- 
chased a CB transmitter and 
dubbed herself First Mama. 
First Mama got her FCC license 
very quickly (not surprising con- 
sidering that First Papa appoints 
the FCC) and thousands of 
CBers waiting for licenses were 
outraged. People called the 
FCC’s Field Operation Bureau in 
Boston and demanded to know if 










one had to be married to a presi- 
dent to have one’s application 
acted on speedily. 

Joseph Casey, electronics 
engineer in the field office here, 
swears that the commission was 
working on the temporary per- 
mit system well before the First 
Mama incident, and just hap- 
pened to announce it after the 
flap. He also says, with chagrin, 
that nobody believes him when 
he says so. 


Enforcement 

“There are no immediate con- 
trols,” Casey admits, “to stop 
someone from walking into any 
store that sells CB equipment, 
buying a set, taking it out to his 
car, plugging it in and turning it 
on.’’ But the commission is 
taking steps to track down those 
who transmit without licenses or 
call signs or use illegal equip- 
ment. 

At the moment, five FCC. en- 
forcement teams, each with 10 
members, prowl the nation look- 
ing for violators. They use “‘a ve- 
hicle,” which Casey was reluc- 
tant to describe further, 
equipped with direction finders 
that can zero in on a signal and 

Continued on page 14 















_ IF YOUR FIRST CB ISN'T A 
COBRA, YOUR SECOND 


ONE WILL BE!!! 


For years, truckers and professionals have relied on Cobra 2-ways for power and clarity ... and now 
they're available at Lechmere! Whether you want a mobile or a base station Cobra has them all. All fea- 
ture maximum legal power, output protection, and all are FCC type accepted. Come in and listen to a 
Cobra. You'll hear the difference! 












While you’re here, pick up your FREE 60 day temporary license and go on the air instantly. See our com- 
plete line of accessories including: Breaker and Pacer antennas, sliding lock mounts, SWR meters, pow- 
__@r mikes, coax cables and connectors. 









THE COBRA 21 — A compact val- 
ue. Installs virtually anywhere. In- 
cludes Dynamike Gain Control 
which maintains talk power at all 
speaking levels, switchable noise 
limiter and adjustable squelch. 
Weighs just 3% Ibs. 


SAVE 10.00 


159” 


Reg. Price 169.88 
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THE COBRA 29 — “The Trucker’s 2- 


Way.” A feature packed CB that gives 
you all 23 channels loud and clear. In- 
cludes Dynamike, RF gain control. 
Delta tune and adjustable squelch. 


SAVE'20.00 


199” 


Reg. Price 219.88 











THE COBRA 85 — Super deluxe AM mobile ra- 
dio and base station all in one. Features built-in 
Dynaboost circuitry for maximum intelligibility. Ad- 
justable squelch, plug in mike and bracket. 


SAVE 10.00 


189* 


Reg. Price 199.88 



































ae 
~-2ea2er274f 


SALE PRICES IN EFFECT THRU AUGUST 28 


=| LECHMEREWore = 





WHERE YOU POCKET THE DIFFERENCE 








CAMBRIDGE, 88 First ST., 4981-2000, DANVERS, Liberty Tree Mall, Endicott St., off RT. 128, 777-1000, 
DEDHAM, 688 Providence Hgwy., RT. 1, 329-2200, SPRINGFIELD, Springdale Mall, 1550 Boston Rd., 
opposite Eastfield Mall, 543-5100. STORE HOURS: CAMBRIDGE, Mon. thru Fri., 10 A.M. to 10 P.M., 
Sat., 9 A.M. to 6 P.M., DANVERS, DEDHAM, SPRINGFIELD, Mon. thru Sat., 10 A.M. to 10 P.M. 
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CB Jeebies 


There's a trucker born every minute 








Ley 


Diy 


© 


pe 


z22Tr ‘UC z 
pe: 








by Monongahela Wailer 
(Phil Bertoni) 

You know, there’s many out 
there who figure that CB is just a 
fad, a toy for meathead diesel 
jockeys playing fighter pilot or 
passing along what they see 
while they’re looking down the 
front of a woman’s dress from 
upside a truck cab. Well, CB is 
all this and more. It’s the 
trucker’s true friend. I trucked 
for 22 years before I put in a 
squawker, and Lord, what a dif- 
ference it makes. Started out 
when a buddy told me how use- 
ful it was for warning about 
hazards, and related to me the 
following modulation he over- 
heard one night: 


FP: Breaker one-nine for Fancy 
Panties. Hi, honeys. I’m looking 
for a two-fisted gearjammer who 
wants to slip me into overdrive. 
How ’bout it, boys? No fems, 
fats, or Peterbilts. 

TT: You got the Tennessee 
Trapper here, Fancy Panties, 
and I’m loaded for beaver. 
What'll it take? 

FP: Twenty green stamps buys 
the pelt, Trapper. Try the rest 
stop just past marker one-four- 
oh. It’s the pink Econoline with 
the teardrop windows and the 
shag interior. Knock twice, you 


big ol’ double clutcher, you. Bye- 
bye, we gone. 

RR: Breaker for the Tennessee 
Trapper! This here’s the 
Redondo Rapist, good buddy. 
You wanna back it down there — 
that Fancy Panties dosed me up 
real good last time through. 
She’s got more bugs than a wind- 
shield in July. 

TT: Mercy sakes, good buddy, I 
thank you. I sure do appreciate 
that road hazard information. 


Now isn’t that a lifesaver? I 
ran right out to my dealer and 
slapped my money down. And I 
found out first-hand, right off, 
how that good old CB can help a 
poor trucker. I got stranded on a 
lonely road 30 miles outside of 
Akron, with a flat on an inside 
dual and no good spare. I just 
fired up my good old CB, put out 
a call on Channel 9, and within 
minutes, a dozen vehicles of 
every description converged on 
the scene. 

It seems that every auto-strip- 
per and truck-hijacker in the 
county had his scanner on, ready 


for action. They picked that 


whole truck clean, bumpers to 
bendix, and left the chassis 
bleaching in the moonlight. Me 
they just beat up a little and 
dumped me off outside a beer 


garden in downtown Akron. And 
all this in the space of half an 
hour. Now if it hadn’t been for 
my trusty CB (I don’t happen to 
have that particular rig any- 
more), I wouldn’t of had any way 
a-tall of getting to Akron. 

So when I got stitched up and 
went back to the dealer to get my 
CB replaced — this’ll show you 
how CBers stick together — he 
was real sorry to learn why I was 
buying my second CB inside of a 
week. He looked pretty con- 
cerned, but then he snapped his 
fingers and said, “Say, what you 
need is our de-luxe Burglar 
Breaker!” 

I inquired what that might be, 
and he told me it was a little 
theft protection gadget that at- 
tached to your CB, and if any- 
one with a sinful heart came near 
it, it would go off. 

‘“‘What’s it do?’’ I asked, 
“Make a noise?” 

“No,” he replied, “Better than 
that. It sends a silent signal to 
our factory to cancel your 90-day 
warranty. That way if the set 
breaks, then that burglar is just 
plain out of luck.” 

“Whoo-ee,” I said, “That is 
some contraption!” and I paid 
him his $27.79 extra and pic- 
tured the look on some poor 
burglar’s face when he went to 


get the rig repaired and found 
the warranty was no damn good. 
It plumb tickled me. 


Well, now, handling emergen- 
cies is good, but the best thing 
about CB is the way it brings 
people together. And that’s one 
thing I know about, ’cause I par- 
ticipated in the very first CB 
wedding. Yes, sir. It happened 
the week after I got my rig re- 
placed, as I was driving my 
brand new White on down I-80, 
just outside Milesburg, Pa. I 
wasn’t too clear on the lingo as 
yet, so mostly I listened. But 
from what I could make out, 
there was going to be a first-ever 
CB wedding, right there on the 
interstate, between some diesel 
jockey and a lady trucker who’d 
never laid eyes on each other, 
just jawed over the CB and fell in 
love. 

Now, I got a strong sentimen- 
tal streak, and it just tickled me 
so much, I just had to see it for 
myself. So I pared off the next 
exit, where the wedding was 
s’posed to happen, and parked 
up on the overpass, so’s I could 
get a good lookout. 

It was just plain sublime. Here 
come Star-spangled Yahoo in his 
red-white-and-blue Kenworth, 

Continued on page 11 


It was just plain 
sublime. Here 
come Star- 
spangled Yahoo 
in his red- 
white-and-blue 
Kenworth .... 
and Eager 
Beaver 
motivating 
eastbound .... 
Right 
underneath me 
the good Father 
was parked on 
the median 
strip .... 
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Hey good buddy! If you’re into CB and you've got 
BRANDS MART card or college |.D., you're into © 
savings on E.F. Johnson, Cobra, Courier, Regency, 
Pace, Panasonic, Sharp, Royce and more! 


BRANDS AVART 


= DISTRIBUTION CENTER & 















“Roll in to BRANDS MART for your best possible deals on C.B.’s and 
scanners, especially with these coupon specials. 




























































The industry leader. Excellent reception on 
: any combination of UHF, VHF high or VHF 
slides out for easy access to crystals. A 
i gift idea for Mom or Dad. . low bands. Push button channel control. 
Coupon Expires Sept. 15, 1976 
Coupon Must Be Presented At Time Of Purchsse Coupon Must Be Presented At Thine OF Purchase 
Oe ee ee ee ee ee ee eo 


é ed, durable case fits any decor. Top panel 

















no ~RADIO/TELEPHONE CB SYSTEMS FROM. cowenteens 
Coupon.Bie, 900 RADIO/TELEPHONE CB SYSTEMS FROM Coupon No. 991 
r ) : 
| _wosice '¥ JOHNSON : 
y _ e@ 
i ~a,_\  £Messenger 130A Messenger 132 + 
eRadio telephone handset for private lis- Base station Ff 
g tening or built-in speaker *Radio Telephone handset 
€ *PA function *PA Function | 
H ony Renae speech compression sneered pa compression $ 
eSoli ate circuitry elilluminated meter 
; *External speaker provision eExternal speaker provision : 
fF Coupon Price Coupon Price g 
: 4 
| ; 
Coupon Expires Sept. 15, 1976 Coupon Expires Sept. 15, 1976 4 
Coupon Must Be Presented At Time of Purchase Coupon Must Be Presented At Time Of Purchase 
SS Ne hc ne S78 a a sm mm el 
Coupon No. 992 - ; € Coupon No. 993 , 
: wW : w 
; <i en : 
i | Regency, 
g ACT-C 4H VHF HIGH BAND ' ACT-R 10H/L/U 
§ 4 CHANNEL SINGLE BAND £ 10 CHANNEL 3 BAND 
H An attractive unit. . . at an attractive price. . . : Coupon Price 
with positive performance. The highly-styl- ‘ 
i 
a 
: 


Coupon No. 994 Coupon No. 995 


Rt me wierophane Included a Microphone Inicuded 
*RF/Signal Strengt eter *RF/Signal Strength M 
saeaiae ai ei “Switchable Noise Limiting 
Switchable Noise Limiting Coupon Price *Switchable Noise Blanking Coupon Price 








eDynamike Gain Control 


*PA Capability 


*Modulation Light 
eliluminated Channel Selector 
eTransmit Light 


Coupon Expires Sept. 15, 1976 Coupon Expires Sept. 15, 1976 
Coupon Must Be Presented At Time Of Purchase Coupon Must Be Presented At Time Of Purchase 


ellluminated Channel Selector 


$129 
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4) Not responsible for typographical errors. 
1) Not open to dealers If you're PRICE SMART and BRAND SMART, you'll _ 5) Uniess otherwise indicated, back orders will 
2) One coupon per item per customer be taken on any advertised item 


3) Expiration date strictly adhered to shop the BRANDS MART Distribution Center on which we become temporarily out of stock 


ERRANDS AGAR e:: 


you are interested 
in obtaining a 
Brands Mart 
127 Smith Place (near Fresh Pond) Cambridge @ 547-6900 —Pave he head of 
127 SMITH PLACE CAMBRIDGE (FRESH POND) 547-6900 pm ype dt ey ane 
HOURS: Mon. 9-9 @ Tues. 9-6 @ Wed. 9-9 © Thurs. 9-6 @ Fri. 9-6 @ Sat. 9-4 Heighton at 547- 
*These Coupons Will Not Be Honored With Any Other Coupons On Similar Items 6900. 
NOW OPEN IN RHODE ISLAND: Our New Location at 6946 Post Rd., N. Kingston. Tel. (401) 884-7200 
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What you've 
been asking for. 


CB from Craig. 








Craig the quality leader in car ster- 
eo for more than a decade continues its 
excellence with its exciting line of Citi- 
zens Band transceivers. 

Providing multiple features and 
maximum performance, Craig’s mobile 
and base CB Transceivers offer the ulti- 
mate in satisfaction. Traditional empha- 
sis on style and design promotes that 
certain pride of ownership that an 
Craig can give. 


For features, dependability and 
styling, Craig delivers the most value for 
your CB dollar. 

Craig’s CB Transceivers offer ex- 
clusive Quick-Release Brackets plus 
such features as *voice compression e 
automatic noise limiter and noise blank- 
er circuitry ¢ delta tune and « large il- 
luminated meters and many more. 








Available at these fine dealers: | 


Lafayette Associates London House Tapes A&W Electronics 


Stoughton Braintree Medford 

R&R Jewelers Custom Car Norwood 

Fitchburg Natick Lawrence 

Olde Colony Stereo : Roberts Electronics 

Hanover New London, Conn. 

Quincy Auto Sound 
Brockton 


Revere 











Fiction 

Continued from page 8 
westbound on I-91, and Eager 
Beaver motivating eastbound in 
her Repair Daily. Right under- 
neath me the good Father was 
parked on the median strip of 
the cloverleaf, smack between 
them oncoming sweethearts, in a 
black Ford Ranchero with a 
white racing stripe round the 
cockpit. I couldn’t of picked a 
better spot to witness the pro- 
ceedings. Some trucker com- 
menced to playing the proces- 
sional, I think it was “Diesel 
Smoke and Dangerous Curves”, 
on his stereo and broadcast it 
over his squawker. And. then the 
preacher fired his set up. 


BB: Breaker for the Bible 
Belter. Where’s that Eager 
Beaver? 

EB: You got one Eager Beaver, 
padre, on the side. 

BB: Ten-four, there, Eager 
Beaver. How ‘bout it, Star- 
spangled Yahoo, you got your 
ears on? 

SY: TEN-FOUR, BIBLE 
BELTER! 

BB: Mercy sakes, Yahoo, you 
bustin’ my S-meter. You better 
take your boots off, ‘fore Uncle 
Charlie pull your ears, hear? 
This wedding’s gonna be strictly 
on the peg. 

SY: Ten-four, Bible Belter, I’m 
cuttin’ my persuader now. 
How’m I makin’ the trip? 


BB: Wall to wall and treetop 
tall, good buddy. Let’s roll. 
Dearly beloved, we scattered all 
over the state of Pennsylvania to 
join together this K-whopper 
commando and this girl, O Lord, 
in a flatbed Ford. Eyeball them 
kindly, Lord, and lay the 
heavenly good numbers on them, 
that their separate channels may 
bleed forever more. Now, Eager 
Beaver, do you take this buffalo 
to be your lawful old man, to be 
his perpetual back door and rake 
the leaves on the superslab of 
Life; to hang onto his mudflaps, 
whether on the peg or hammer 
down, through bear traps and 
window washers, running bare- 
foot or with your socks on, till 
you pull the big switch? Come 
on. 


EB: Ten-four, padre. 

BB: And do you, Yahoo, take 
this YL to be your XYL, to be 
her eternal front door, and shake 
the trees down this earthly rip- 
strip, in the monster lane or on 
the grass, through ulcers and 
clearshots, from Dirtyside to 
Shakytown, till you buy up that 
big orchard? How ‘bout it? 

SY: That’s a big ten-four, Bible 
Belter! 

BB: I copy, Yahoo; Now, if any 
ratchet-jaw knows why these two 
should not be wed, let him mod- 
ulate now or forever go ten- 
seven. Any breakers? Come on. 
All right, then, good buddies, I 
now pronounce you old man and 
XYL. What Uncle Charlie has 
joined let no beaver hunter or 
pavement princess put asunder. 
Lo, I vouchsafe you to keep the 
shiny side up and greasy side 
down. You may now eyeball with 
the bride. 


Now I was all choked up, even 
though I couldn’t understand a 
blamed word of any of that, but 
it made me feel tingly all over 
just to hear that kind of talk. I 
was just blinking back the tears 


when I noticed that the bride 
and groom were both pulling off 
their respective exit ramps, and I 
said to myself, “You lop-eared 
old son of a pump jockey! Here 
that loving couple is gonna meet’ 
on top of this here overpass for 
their first look at each other, and 
you're plumb in the way.” 

So I geared up and headed 
down the ramp for the inter- 
state again, hoping I could get a 
glimpse of the lovebirds when I 
went under. All of a sudden my 
CB nearly jumped out of its 
mount, and I heard the preacher 
yelling: 

Breaker! You in the Fruit- 
liner; coming down the mix- 
master! Back ’em down, cotton- 
picker, this is a haircut palace! 

Well, I didn’t know what in 
hell that was all about, but as I 
was heading under the overpass I 
waved at the preacher, who was 
mighty white-faced and scream- 
ing in the mike, and jabbin’ his 
finger up at the bridge. So I 
looked up there, and sure 
enough, those. two sweethearts 
were pulling alongside each 
other, fixing to get out, and I was 
still gawking when the top of my 
rig tore out the overpass. 

*Course the padre didn’t have 
a chance, what with two 
eighteen-wheelers and the busi- 
ness part of a bridge falling down 
on him, and now I carry a steel 
plate in my head. I sure wish I’d 
of known that a Fruitliner was a 
White truck, and that a mix- 


master was an interchange, and 
that a haircut palace was a low 
clearance. 

But you have to look on the 
bright side, good buddies. You 
know, if it hadn’t been for CB, 
those two newlyweds wouldn’t of 
had those four months together 
in the IC ward; most» likely 
they’d otherwise been hauling 
freight somewheres a thousand 
miles apart. Why after three 
months there, which is when I 
left, they were still so shy they 
hardly spoke a word to me. 

So after I got off the crutches 
and went to get me a new CB, I 
told the salesman about that 
whole little misunderstanding 
and his eyes filled up and he had 
a hard time controlling himself. 
Then he slumped down on the 
counter and screamed in pitiful 


pain. 

I hauled him up and asked 
him what the hell was the mat- 
ter, and he fixed a sorrowful eye 
on me and said that he couldn’t 
stand the guilt. 

“What guilt?” I asked. He 
sobbed out that if only he’d told 
me about the Universal 
Translator/Rectifier, that none 
of it would of happened. Then he 
calmed down a little and ex- 
plained that this little doo- 
hickey first translates CB talk 
into regular English, then quick 
rectifies the English into CB, so’s 
none of the meaning gets lost. He 
said it usually went for $250.00 
but that he’d donate it to me for 


$239.95 on account of he was so 
conscience-stricken. And on top 
of it, he’d throw in a code book to 
help me understand the recti- 
fied output. I told him that was 
just what I needed and as soon.as 
I took delivery on my new used 
Mack, he could slip that little 
dee-vice right into it. 


Well, now, CB is mighty good 

for bringing folks together, but 
the best thing about CB is the 
way it helps to avert disasters on 
the road. There was the time I 
was driving along I-70 west of the 
Great Divide, hauling a thermos 
bottle (that’s a tanker, if you 
don’t know the lingo) full of 
nitric acid. I suddenly received a 
breaker from Mud Sucker, who 
was running front door at the 
time. 
MS: Break, Sidewinder, this is 
the old Mud Sucker. I’s just 
heading through a blasting zone 
and I thought I'd shout you a 
warning. Any second now you 
gonna pass a sign that says 
“Danger, Blasting Area. Cease 
all two-way ra—”’ 

So thank the Lord for CB. If 
old Mud Sucker’s transmission 
hadn’t set off that gelignite just 
when I .was passing it, then that 
40 tons of cliff face wouldn’t have 
fallen on top of my rig and 
smothered the explosion from 
that 20,000 gallons of nitrate, 
and I would’ve lost more than 
my eardrums and a lung, for 
sure. 
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Well, after I came out of the 
rest home and went to replace 
my busted CB, I related the 
whole incident to the dealer and 
he said something and I asked 
him would he speak louder. He 
hollered that for an extra $129.95 
he could outfit my new rig with 
the No-Blow Dynamite Dam- 
per. When you enter a blasting 
area you just switch it on, and it 
turns off your CB for you, just 
like that. Then as soon as you 
leave the danger zone, you 
switch it off and your CB is ready 
to be fired up again. 


You know, CB certainly is a 
powerful savior in a highway 
disaster, but what I like best 
about it is the way it keeps the 
truckers one step ahead of old 
Smokey the Bear. For instance, I 
was motivating southbound 
through Alabama in the wee 
hours one night, and my front 
door, one Chicken Flicker, told 
me it was clean and green to 
Birmingham, just before he 
pulled out of range. He was eat- 
ing up that motion lotion, let me 
tell you. 

Well, I was just about to head 
for the pay-hole myself, when I 
spotted a Tijuana Taxi (that’s a 
po-lice car) peeking out of the 
shrubbery. So I kept her at 
double nickels and eased on by. 
Just then a northbound Jimmy 
flashed by, making smoke, and I 
figured he was bearbait for sure. 

Continued on page 12 
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Medford, Mass. 

















HEARING AIDS 
FOR YOUR CAR 





STORE LINES 


CAR TAPES 

and RADIOS SPEAKERS CB’s 
Audiovox Cerwin-Vega Audiovox 
Clarion Craig Bohsei 
Craig Jensen Hy-Gain 
Evandin Pioneer JIL 
Hitachi Sonosphere Panasonic 
JIL Trusonic Royal Sound 
Pioneer Royce 
Sony Shakespeare 


you ask for? - 





K&L Sound in Watertown Square can 
help you straighten out your car’s sound 
problems with the best names in the indus- 
try. Whether you’re looking for the simplest 
or most exotic stereo system, CB, or an- 
tenna we can help you choose and save 
money at the same time. What else could 





GBS-1500 

* squelch 

© signal meter 

© crystal synthesizer 


$119” 


CB RADIOS 








ANTENNAS 


ww, The Official JFD 
“Smokey Bear” 
CB Radio 10-MM 10-RT 
Drone!’ Magnetic ~ Manel 
Mount ; 
D-132RF © no drilling . ne res 
* attach or ane minutes 
F . remove instantly 6 
oo * holds at highway ect 
GBS-2500 _ > saeaane = 
7 oe aewrees ¢ noise limiter $9goo in ¥ 
¢ RF gain * public address switch 





$445" 


*139” 





* fine tuning 
































Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 10-10 
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Fri. 10-9, Sat. 10-5 
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CAR SPEAKERS 

















OUR BEST CAR STEREOS | SUPER SPECIALS caste 
CASSE SONY | CAR RADIOS ‘ CS-10 
TT Audiovox C-575B AM-FM stereo 79 6x9 ial 
E evetng ty reey ~ re = 4lb. cauanet structure 
ioneer GX- -FM mono 
TC-10 $9 9” ae A mead AM-FM stereo $79 $69" 
Audiovox ID-500 in dash $129 S ha 
w/AM-FM pushbutton JENSEN 
Known for reliability around the world owes C-077 in dash $89 C-9079 
w. - 6x9 speak 
w rmoneer' KP-500 Pioneer TP-252 underdash $35 200z. magnets 
Steanrvas under dash w/FM $100 $9500 
— ; Pr. 
Audiovox ID-600 in dash AM-FM $100 
CASSETTE 23 { wane oleae, — yh $119 
ioneer KP- under dash 
una Dash 5 00 Sony TC-24FA in dash AM-FM $119 C-90852 
1 28 Sony TC-26F under dash FM $129 5%" co axial 
Best FM ever put in a car My - Mee under dash $79 deen. agree 
Craig 9413 $11 pr. $49” 
ad -5000 Pioneer TS-160 $18 pr. add 
Ev in CR 5 Sonosphere SPR-12 2-3 $35 = 
FRIES mca CB RADIOS PIONEER 
Hy-Gain 681 PR $119 
Hy-Gain 682 PR $149 TS-40 
JiL 606 CB $229 surface mount 
w/AM-FM cassette 2-way speaker 
Panasonic RJ 3200 $149 7) 
w/ locking FF + rewind - auto reverse 8 pr. 
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SERVICE 


Watertown 
Tel. 787-4073 


75 No. Beacon St. 


Don't forget to call & make sure 
you're getting the lowest price! 
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Fiction 
Continued from page 11 
Then I heard: 

Breaker for that southbound. 
This here's Diesel Weasel, good 
buddy, you better slam that 
hammer-down and make smoke! 
You're in Pain Lane and nothin’s 
gonna save you but a lead leg! 

Now I just smiled when I 
heard that, ‘cause you know 
what those devils of Smokies will 
do? They get themselves ears 
and come on like a good buddy 
and give you the clean and green, 
just so’s they can nail you when 
you put the pedal to the metal. 

So I-came back, “Well, thanks 
for the shout, good buddy, but I 
like this five-five slot just fine.” I 
chuckled a little and he came 
back: 

O.K., you poor cottonpicker, 
don’t say I didn’t warn you! 

All of a sudden there was 
bubblegum machines all around 
me — one at the front door, one 
at the back, and two in the fifty- 
dollar lane alongside. They had 
me boxed, so I pulled over and 
jumped out, and there on the 
ground were four of the biggest, 
meanest county mounties I’d 
ever eyeballed. 

“Well, boah,” the biggest one 
said, with a slimy sort of hair- 
raising grin, “looks like we done 
run you down.” He was kind of 
grinding his right fist in his left 
hand. 

‘Now looky here, Mr. Bear,” I 
said, a little jocular, “I was 
strictly on the peg.” 

“We know, boah, we know. 
You a law-abidin’ sumbitch, not 
like them six othah cotton- 
pickahs that come through 
makin’ 90. Y’know, them scoff- 
laws put us in kind of a mean 
mood.” And those other bears 
commenced to edge in closer. 

‘So what’s the charge?” I said, 
soundin’ tough-like. 

“You are chahged,” he came 


back real slow and oily, “with 
bein’ the first peckerwood to 
come through here slow enough 
-for us*to catch!” * ~~~ 

“™*You can’t arrest’a man for 
that!” I objected, real terrified- 
like. 

“Who said anythin’ about 
arrestin’?”’ 

Well, I bless the CB radio. 
‘Cause if the twin-whip anten- 
nas on my rig hadn’t been so 
handy to tear off, Lord knows 
but what they might of used 
their gunbutts. 

So when the CB salesman in- 
quired about my bodycast, I told 
him the whole thing, and well, to 
make a long story short, I drive 
out of there equipped with a 
brand new Bear Scare, y’know 
that little bread-box sized thing 
that says “Stick "em up Smokey. 
I gotcha covered!” in a joking 
sort of way and gives them a 
good laugh and gets you on their 
kind side? At only $349.19, 
including separate loudspeaker, 
it weren’t sensible to pass it up. 


Now I like getting the jump on 
Smokey as much as the next 
fella, but the best thing about 
CB is, it opens up a whole range 
of deeply moving spiritual ex- 
periences for you. Like that time 
I was driving a reefer (that’s a re- 
frigerator truck) down I-29 just 
outside Omaha and I got a 
breaker from this little girl. Her 
handle was Rag Doll and she 
said she knew she shouldn’t be 
bothering the truckers, but it got 
mighty lonesome there at home 
and all she had was her daddy’s 
old base set. He was a good man, 
she said, but he was dead now, 
cause two months ago he’d been 
trying to get home in blinding 
moonlight when he radioed from 
his mobile outfit how he was 
stopping to give assistance to 
this stranded pink Econoline. He 
was never heard from again. 

Mercy sakes, how it hurt my 
heart to hear that. But she went 


on telling me how she didn’t 
mind so much her dad being 
dead except that her mom went 


out in the pickup to find her.. 


_father and got blinded from the 


flying glass of a teardrop’ win- 
dow that her shotgun accidently 
shattered. But then, she didn’t 
mind so much her mom being 
blind, except that when the dear 
lady drove cross town to make 
baskets every day, poor little 
Rag Doll couldn’t even guide her 


mother’s sightless feet out tothe . 


pickup cause the Board of 
Health wouldn’t let the little girl 
out of the house on account of 
her leprosy. 

Lord, I cried so, my clutch 


pedal was under water, but she - 


went on and said how she didn’t 
mind being a leper so much ex- 
cept what bothered her most was 
that her dad used to drive a 
reefer, and he’d stick her back in 
the freezer compartment and 
take her for long rides so’s she’d 
keep better. - 

“Well, honey,” I said, bawl- 
ing, “you just dry your tears — 
don’t wipe too hard — and tell 
me your home twenty. Cause I’m 
handling a reefer myself and I'll 


‘be there just as soon as I ever 


can.” 

Well, I turned that rig around 
and blistered the asphalt over to 
that little girl’s house, and Lord, 
what a surprise I had. There was 
a dozen vehicles of every de- 
scription lined up around that 
place. So I turned up the cooler 
control and got a hefty bag out of 
the glove compartment, and 
went up to the crowd around the 
door, and damn if it wasn’t that 
same gang of hijackers and auto- 
strippers, working the sick little 
girl dodge. Why, Rag Doll wasn’t 
any little girl leper at all — she 
was nothing but a midget with 
ringworm. But she sure knew 
how to use a set of knuckledus- 
ters, I'll give her that. And if I 
never see joy again, I saw it on 
the faces of her and her pals 


said I éould call him just the 
minute he ever got back from the 
Poconos. 

After the plastic surgery, I told 
the CB salesman all about it 
when I went to buy my new rig, 
and he started chuckling and 
shaking his head. So I asked him 
what was so funny and he Said 
all that needn’t have happened if 
I'd only had their custom Lie De- 
tector accessory. Well, it turned 
out that for only an extra $489.50 
I could get this little black din- 
gus no bigger than a wheelbar- 
row, that fits on the side of your 


CB and tells you whether people . 


are telling you the truth or not. 
Can you feature that? Well, I 
was skeptical and I told him so. 
And he said that with this at- 
tachment, if I suspected some- 
body wasn’t telling me the truth, 
like that little Rag Doll tyke, all 
I'd have to-do is say “Are you 
telling the truth?” and they’d 
have to tell me so. I told him I'd 
have to see that to believe it. 

“From Missouri, huh?” he 
said, and installed that gizmo in 
my new truck and then went in- 
side and switched on his base. 
Then I cranked her up and 
started modulating with the 
salesman, and he said, “OK, ask 
me a question.” 

I said, ‘All right — does this 
thing really work?” I’m clever 
like that. 

He said, ‘“‘Yes.’’ So then, real 
sly, I said, “Are you telling me 
the truth?” and he came right 
back and said “‘Yes.”’ Well, I was 
plumb amazed. I plunked down 
the cash right there and tipped 
him for his trouble. 


about CB is it gives you some- 
thing to talk about at truck 


» stops. Like when I stopped at a 


Stuckey’s there outside of Dal- 
las for cup of thirty-weight. 
There was one ratchet-jaw there 
spouting off about his CB like he 
invented transistors. Now, I'm 
normally a modest man, but to 
hear him going on about his 
specially adapted mobile scat- 
ter stick and linear boosters, 
well, it made me prideful. 

So I winked at the other boys, 
and said, real cool, “Well, that’s 
perty nice, but how does your 
Universal Translator Rectifier 
stack up?”’ He looked at me like 
I'd just sprouted a % wave an- 
tenna. I knew I had him then, by 
God. I said, “But then, if you 
haven’t got a Dynamite Dam- 
per, or a Custom Lie Detector, I 
don’t spose you’d find much use 
of the old ’rectifier.” 

Well, his eyes got bigger and 
his mouth got wider, till it looked 
like he’d swallowed a shift knob. 
All of a sudden he let out a 
whoop and fell on the floor, 
paralyzed with laughing, and 
everybody else at the counter 
roaring fit to bust,.Then-some- 
body came over to see what the 
fun was about, and when they 
heard there wasn’t a man left 
standing. When-they sobered up, 
I asked me a few pertinent ques- 
tions .... 


CB can be a lot of fun, but 
what I like best about CB is, 
when it’s got a Burglar Breaker, 
and Universal Translator/Recti- 
fier, and a No-Blow Dynamite 
Damper, and a Bear Scare, and a 
Custom Lie Detector, it weighs 
upwards of 800 pounds. And 
when you fasten that to a CB 
salesman with about 10 feet of 
coax, and take him for a moon- 
light swim in the reservoir, he’s 
never gonna give you another 
breaker again. 

We gone. Bye. 





44's and 88's to all you ratchetjars in Bean Town. 
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ANTENNA CALE 


|BUY EITHER OF THESE LOW-PRICED REALISTIC RADIOS AND GET YOUR ANTENNA (Reg. $11.95 to $34.95) FOR A PENNY! 
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KSALE COUPON 


Present this coupon with purchase of TRC-56 or TRC-24C 
CB radio and take your choice of any one Archer mobile 
CB antenna for only 1¢ more! Offer expires 8/29/76 


Offer Good at Participating Radio Shack Stores and Dealers 








SAVE UP TO $34.94 


WITH THIS 











TELEPHONE-TYPE 
MOBILE CB 





MODEL TRC-56 (above) 


159 91-148 MODEL TRC-24C (right) 


PLUS i FOR ANTENNA! 





COMPACT-TYPE 
MOBILE CB 








FULL-FEATURED 
CB RADIOS: 


e Noise Blanker and Automatic 
Noise Limiter Circuits! 

e 12 Volts DC Negative or 
Positive Ground Operation! 


Accepted Models! 
e /I1luminated S/RF Meters with 
Modulation Indicator! 





799° 


PLUS FOR ANTENNA! 











e All-Crystal All-Channel FCC Type 


...and you can 


master charge Radio Shack stores. Other 
i Seen Te z credit plans may also be 


At Radio Shack 
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GET YOUR “EARS” AT RADIO SHACK! 


When you get into the fun. safety and utility of CB, get with 
the brand with 16 YEARS EXPERIENCE — our famous 
REALISTIC brand. Realistic is sold and serviced everywhere 
in the USA and Canada. Realistic is the brand with 
EVERYDAY LOW PRICES that start many dollars below most 
brands because we take the “discount” off before the price 
goes on. Now save even more at Radio Shack because any 
of our participating locations will give you any one 

Archer CB mobile antenna for a penny when you buy a 
Realistic TRC-56 or TRC-24C at the same time and hand in 
the above coupon. Act now and save from $11.94 to 

$34.94. Youll be glad you bought Realistic (and Archer!) 
instead of Brand X. believe us' 


These two credit cards are 
honored at participating 





available. Details at your near- 
by store 
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“ALL EARS” CB MUSIC HITS!!! 
age8 . 
YOUR e Produced by Radio Shack 
49 e Ten New Song Hits 
with a CB Theme! 
CHOICE e “Hey Shirley (This is 
Squirrely)}!” 
LP DI S re TRACK e “The Handles Hall of Fame”! 
8- e “Hey Good Buddy 
50-6002 51-6002 (Where'’s My Baby)”! , 


















\ Ba TANDY CORPORATION COMPANY 


See Your Telephone Book for Your Closest Radio Shack Location 
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FCC 


Continued from page 6 

lead the team to the offending 
set. CB violations are federal 
misdemeanors that carry penal- 
ties of up to a year im prison and 
up to a $10,000 fine. First of- 
fenders, thowgh, are usually 
fined $50. 

It is illegal to use equipment 
that has been doctored — in 
some cases people have modi- 
fied their sets to put out as much 
as 1000 watts power, which is 
enough to take over an entire 
channel. (A CB unit can only 
have up to fewur watts out- 
power.) It is illegal to “talk 
skip,” using modified equip- 
ment to transmit long dis- 
tances. It is illegal to transmit 
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“obscene, indecent or profane’ 
messages, to solicit business on 
the air or to broadcast phony dis- 
tress messages. 

It is illegal to transmit at all 
without identifying oneself with 
the assigned or temporary call 
letters. But people still do, de- 
spite the FCC’s education cam- 
paign. It’s almost part of the 
mystique of the medium. 

“You can be extremely anony- 
mous on CB,” engineer Casey 
acknowledges. ‘“‘You can use a 
nickname. You can operate on a 
CB set and have a whole differ- 
ent personality than in your 
everyday life. But call signs tie 
you down toa... I’m sounding 
like a psychiatrist here and I’m 
not qualified to,” he interrupted 
himself. “I’d better stop.” 


Channel expansion 

Over the past year it has be- 
come increasingly obvious that 
the 23 broadcast channels loca- 
ted between 26.9 and 27.2 mega- 
Hertz that the FCC allotted for 
citizens’ radio more than 20 
years ago can no longer carry the 
growing volume of CB traffic. So 
to keep more people from taking 
to the streets as in Riverside, the 
Commission has considered 
several proposals to expand the 
existing band spread. 

On July 27 of this year the 
FCC voted to increase the CB 
frequencies by 17 channels — 
from 23 to a total of 40. The new 
higher frequencies live between 





27.235 and 27.405 mHz, evenly 
spaced with 10kHz between 
each. In addition, the Commis- 
sion ruled to delete CB channel 
11 as a “calling channel” be- 
cause, according to Casey, the 
idea of organizing CB traffic by 
assigning one frequency to be 
used only for calling exclusive of 
two-way transmission simply 
wasn’t working. Some of the new 
CB channels occupy frequencies 
previously assigned to use by pri- 
vate businesses. 

The effective date of the July 
27 (announced August 7) ruling 
is January 1, 1977. In the same 
vote, the FCC also beefed up its 
technical requirements fér built- 
in harmonic repression-in an ef- 
fort to decrease the number of 
complaints about interference 
with television reception; ruled 
that an FCC license application 
be included with every radio unit 
sold and, more important, for- 
bade the use of devices that 
would convert existing 23-band 
CB radios to 40-band units. 

All of this means that by the 
end of 1976, when more channel 
capacity opens up, the CB 
equipment now being sold will 
be obsolete. Since existing units 
cannot be modified to pick up 
the additional channels, the July 
27 ruling could mean a windfall 
for CB manufacturers and re- 
tailers. 

Contradictory opinions have 
been offered on how the in- 
creased capacity will affect CB 





sales, though. The need to 
manufacture new equipment. to 
take advantage of expansion 
might slow the sale of equip- 
ment now available. But if big 
US firms enter the-market now 
dominated by cheaper imports 
and launch promotion cam- 
paigns to win their share, the 
public appetite could increase. 

The commission estimates 
that with 4.5 million licensees, 
about 12 million users already 
transmit over Citizens Band. (A 
CB license entitles the licensee 
and his family or business to 
operate the same unit.) 


Interference 

Last year about 4000 com- 
plaints of CB interference with 
television reception in New Eng- 
land flooded the local FCC bu- 
reau — up 20 percent over 1974 
and destined to increase. The 
situation in Boston is particu- 
larly irksome because television 
Channels 2 and 5 are especially 
susceptible to CB interference 
and both, of course, are in use 
here: 

Viewers in, say, Needham will 
not be troubled by interference; 
no four-watt radio can drown out 
the TV signals from those tower- 
ing Channel 5 transmitters close 
by. But as distance from the 
transmitter increases, so do the 
odds of television reception’s suf- 
fering because of the CB nut 
next door. Viewers may see 
cross-hatched patterns on the 








screen or hear the CB operator 
over the normal sound.In severe 
cases’ the sound dies and the 
screen goes black. 

Sometimes the problem is not 
the CB unit but the lack of extra 
shielding within the television 
receiver, stereo amplifier or other 
electronic. device. With televi- 
sions, for instance, installing a 
high-pass filter on the tuner can 
keep the set from picking up 
some or all of the harmonic noise 
broadcast with CB signals. kt 
costs $5 to $10 and can be in- 
stalled by the owner. Such fil- 
ters do, however, reduce the 
strength of the signal into the 
television set. 

It would be cheaper, of course, 
for shields to be mass-produced 
along with the other compo- 
nents of television sets and in- 
stalled in each new set manu- 
factured. The need for drastic 
measures that would require 
television. manufacturers to 
build in such devices may have 
been avoided by the recent FCC 
ruling which raised the har- 
monic suppression requirement 
to 60 dB (effectively “twice as in- 
audible,” if you can’ imagine 
such a thing) for all Class D 
transmitters. This will be small 
comfort, however, to people 
whose neighbors are broadcast- 
ing on a lesser-quality CB. The 
interference problem is growing 
because CB is growing — and, as 
Casey notes, “Every CBer’s got 
neighbors.” 
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‘Raise Your Level ‘of  G 
Communication 
Consciousness 


Equip yourself for levels of today’s communications. CB receivers, 
“Fuzzbusters” and scanners will enable you to do this and much, 
much more. Choose from a wide range of name brand equipment 
that will enable you to listen to police, fire and emergency calls, 
“sniff-out” radar zones and communicate with bay stations or other 
traveling vehicles. 


FREE DINNER FOR TWO 
Win a free dinner for two at 
Afimeds 
New Moroccan 
Restaurant and Ber 
96 Winthrop Street, 
Harvard Square, 


Cambridge 
. 547-9351 
ly ? 


Choice of Appetizer, Entree and Beverage 


Register to win this dinner by coming in to A&W Electronics 
and filling out an entry blank. No purchase necessary. 


FREE CB HANDBOOK 


Just for coming in and entering your name in our dinner 
i drawing. Supply limited — first come, first served. Hurry! 





Hey Good Buddy, Here Are Some Specials 
That Can’t Be Beat! 


“Buy a Hy-Gain 1 or 2 CB radio 
now, and get a $19.95 
antenna FREE!” 


Hy-Gain's Johnny Rutherford Special! Hy-Gain 2 Radio 
Get a high performance Hy-Gain Hellcat X antenna free This compact 23-channel mobile t iver packs extra 
when you buy a jain 1, Hy-Gain 2 or Model performance features to give you extra value for your money. 
(limited availability) citizens two-way transceiver! The Hy-Gain 2 has separate AF and RF gain controls, 
range boost, switchable noise limiting circuitry and a 
~Gain 1 Radio built-in microphone preamp. Frequency generation is 
ee eee high stability phase-lock-loop system. 
The Hy-Gain 1 is a budget-priced 23-channel mobile with f features include PA function, illuminated channel 
the performance and features of many more expensive units. selector and S/RF meter. automatic gain and modulation 
: kt utilizes high stability phase-lock-loop circuitry for controls, and Hy-Gain’s unique floating ground system for 
frequency generation and has built-in microphone preamp. automatic positive or negative grounding. 
range boost, automatic noise limiting and automatic A quality ne, holder and mountirg bracket are 
gain and modulation controls. supplied. The Hy-Gain 2 gives you performance, features 
it has an illuminated channel selector and S/RF meter and an affordable price. 
and jacks for external speaker and optional telephone $179.95 Suggested Retail 
handset. Features a or negative grounding . 
automatically with Hy-Gain's floating ground system. 
Complete with quality rt sre holder and JOHNNY RUTHERFORD 
mounting bracket. A great way to get into CB. Lone Star J.R. 
$139.95 Suggested Retail 1976 Indianapolis 500 Winner 


‘SPECIAL PRICE 
HYGAIN | MODEL 670 119% Free Ant. 
HYGAIN Il MODEL 671 149% Free Ant. 


491 RIVERSIDE AVENUE 
A “We MEDFORD, MASS. 02155 
396 - 5550 


ELECTRONICS —oseientun, 2 Fominst 


Norwood Lawrence 
INC. 769-4850 685-3377 
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The Latest 


CB Technolo 


How to tell the bugs from the features 


by Larry Collins 

Two kinds of technological 
advances are showing up in CB 
gear; those which affect raw per- 
formance and those which affect 
operating convenience, safety, 
and pleasure. 

When a product has a small 
but steady sale to a modest-sized 
marketplace of interested con- 
sumers, the design of that pro- 
duct tends to remain un- 
changed. But when a class of 
products undergoes an explosive 
growth in popularity, the in- 
creased sales and the conse- 
quent increased competition 
provide manufacturers with both 
the capital and the incentive to 
make improvements in the pro- 
ducts. By employing advanced 
technology a manufacturer may 
hope to come up with a product 
which exhibits both better per- 
formance and high efficiency, 
i.e., a product which is more 
attractive to the consumer be- 
cause the improved perform- 
ance is achieved without a dis- 
proportionate increase in retail 
price. 

Of course this occurs only in a 
relatively free’ marketplace. It 
does not occur in manipulated or 
controlled markets (such as 
those for automobiles, houses, 


breakfast cereals), where the 
consumer chooses Brand B over 
Brand A because of the way the 
products are marketed rather 
than because of intrinsic differ- 
ences in their performance. Thus 
it is not surprising that the pace 
of improvement is slow in con-. 
trolled-market products. 

The high-fidelity components 
market provides a textbook illus- 
tration of the pattern in normal 
operation. During the past two 
decades the sale of hi-fi stereo 
components has increased nearly 
a hundredfold, their perform- 
ance has been greatly improved, 
and their prices have risen only 
moderately. (In fact, after cor- 
rection for inflation the prices of 
today’s hi-fi components are 
lower than they were 15 years 
ago, yet performance is vastly 


supe-ior.) Consumers have be- . 


come so aware of the role of ad- 
vancing technology in audio that 
some have overreacted, falling 
into the“trap of buying compo- 
nents solely because of: their 
claimed technological su- 
periority, without attempting to 
ascertain whether any real im- 
provement in useful perform- 
ance has resulted. 

This pattern is beginning to 
operate again in the case of the 


CB boom. As in hi-fi, CB manu- 
facturers are competing aggres- 
sively to make the benefits of ad- 
vancing technology available in 
their products. 


Performance 

In the hi-fi stereo component 
industry one of the fringe bene- 
fits of intense competition has 
been the widespread publica- 
tion of detailed technical “speci- 
fications’”’ — measurements de- 
scribing the actual performance 
of units in various significant re- 
spects. This practice has not yet 
appeared in CB. Consequently, 
although there are real perform- 
ance differences among various 
brands and models of CB trans- 
ceivers, you can’t quickly ascer- 
tain what those differences are. 
Nevertheless, brochures and 
product descriptions can tell you 
which manufacturers have paid 
the most attention to various cir- 
cuit refinements. Here are some 
of the technical points worth 
considering. 
AGC. In a primitive radio, a 
weak signal from a distant trans- 
mitter would produce a weakly 
audible sound in the speaker and 
a strong signal from a nearby 
source would blast lqudly. Con- 
sequently you would have to 


oy 


kéep one harid on the volume 
control at all times in order to 
regulate the loudness of various 
broadcasts. But in a_ receiver 
with a good “Automatic Gain 
Control’’ circuit, the audio 
volume will remain nearly con- 
stant regardless of variations in 
signal strength. All CB trans- 
ceivers have some form of AGC, 
but some are more effective than 
others. This is especially impor- 
tant in an automobile, where 
your distance from other CB sets 
varies a great deal. 

Modulation control. While 
AGC levels out variations in re- 
ception, modulation control cir- 
cuits level out the variation in 
your transmission. The object is 
to produce the most effective 
“modulation” of your transmit- 
ter at all times regardless of how 
loudly you speak into the micro- 
phone. Note that modulation 
isn’t the same thing as broad- 
cast power; all standard CB sets 
produce the same legal four 
watts of RF power whenever they 
are keyed to transmit (even if 
you are broadcasting silence). 
Your speech “modulates” that 
transmitted four-watt signal. A 
well-designed CB set will con- 
tain a modulation limiter to pre- 
vent accidental illegal over- 


modulation; such modulation at 
more than the legal 100 percent 
level not only would cause your 
signal to be distorted in recep- 
tion, it also would cause your sig- 
nal to splatter into adjacent 
channels, producing unneces- 
sary interference. . 

CB manufacturers also pro- 
vide various methods of ensuring 
that you will not under- 
modulate. One approach is a 
compressor Circuit ~ (Sometimes © 
called “talk boost’’). Compres- 
sors vary in their effectiveness; 
the best will maintain your 
modulation level at almost 100 
percent regardless of how softly 
or loudly you speak. Another ap- 
proach is to use a mike contain- 
ing a preamp to boost its out- 
put. A third approach is for the 
CB unit to have a mike gain con- 
trol and a modulation meter or 
light to indicate when you are 
producing the optimum modu- 
lation level. 

Selectivity. The 23 (soon to be 
40) CB channels are crowded 
close together in the radio spec- 
trum, and as they become ever 
more densely populated with 
broadcasts it becomes more dif- 
ficult for the receiver to separate 
out just the desired channel 

Continued on page 18: 





Hy-Gain 1 Radio 





The Hy-Gain 1 is a budget-priced 23-channel 
mobile with the performance and features of 
many more expensive units. 

It utilizes high stability phase-lock-loop cir- 
Cuitry for frequency generation and has built-in 
microphone preamp, range boost, automatic 
noise limiting and automatic gain and mod- 
ulation controls. i 

it has an illuminated channel selector and 
S/RF meter and jacks for external speaker and 
optional telephone handset. Features positive 
or negative grounding automatically with Hy- 
Gain’s floating ground system. 

Complete with quality microphone, holder 
and mounting bracket. A great way to get into 
CB. 


ony *129.85 











HELLCAT X 
ANTENNA AND 
GUIDE ON CB RADIO WITH PURCHASE 
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Hy-Gain 2 Radio 

This compact 23-channel mobile transceiver 
packs extra performance features to give you 
extra value for your money. 

The Hy-Gain 2 has separate AF and RF gain 
controls, range boost, switchable noise limit- 
ing circuitry and a built-in microphone pre- 
amp. Frequency generation is through Hy- 
Gain’s high stability phase-lock-loop system. 

Other features include PA function, illum- 
inated channel selector and S/RF meter, auto- 
matic gain and modulation controls, and Hy- 
Gain’s unique floating ground system for auto- 
matic positive or negative grounding. 

A quality microphone, holder and mounting 
bracket are supplied. The Hy-Gain 2 gives you 
performance, features and an affor price. 


oncy *169.85 


Rental Service Available 
Focusing on ike Photographic Ssivice 


BOSTON 284 Boylston St., Opp. Public Garden 266-6366 
CAMBRIDGE Harvard Sq., Opp. Widener Library 868-2366 
CAMBRIDGE 185 Alewife Br. Pkwy., Fresh Pond Circle 868-2366 
QUINCY 1387 Hancock St. in Quincy Square 773-8500 


Our 40th Anniversary Year! 
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Ordinary CB radios have 


Technology 


Continued from page 16 

without interference from strong 
signals on adjacent channels. So 
some of the newer CB sets have 
been designed for improved 
“selectivity,” by means of either 
of two design approaches. One is 
the use of crystal or multiple- 
pole LC IF filters, and the other 
is dual conversion. Both are ef- 
fective. 

PLL. In the past it has been cus- 
tomary for manufacturers to em- 
ploy a dozen or more crystals in 
order to “matrix-synthesize” the 
23 CB channel frequencies. This 
works OK, but with one slight 
drawback: the frequencies which 
are generated may vary slightly 
due to variations in tempera- 
ture and battery voltage in your 
car and due to production toler- 
ances in the crystals. Conse- 
quently many CB sets have a 
“delta-tune” control to com- 
pensate for frequency errors in 
transmitting or receiving. But 
many of today’s advanced CB 
sets employ only one to three 
crystals and a frequency- 
generating circuit containing a 
“phase-locked loop” (PLL). PLL 
circuits can be used in various 
ways, but they all have one 
principle in common: a con- 
tinuously self-correcting feed- 
back loop which locks onto the 
frequency and cannot drift off. 


legal access to 23 channels, 


expanding to 40 next year. 
But by using “‘single- 


sideband”’ transmission 


you can gain access to an 


additional 46 “‘hidden’”’ 
channels (80 next year). 





(Of course a PLL-tuned CB set 
may still have a delta-tune con- 
trol to permit you to compen- 
sate for the frequency errors in 
other people’s transmissions.) 
The most common application of 
the PLL principle is in “digital 
frequency synthesis,” appearing 
with increasing regularity in 
high-quality sets. 

In addition to rock-stable 
tuning, digital frequency syn- 
thesis provides a fringe benefit: 
the possibility of later channel 
expansion. Existing multi-crys- 
tal 23-channel sets are likely to 
be forever limited to 23-channel 
operation (particularly since the 
FCC has decided to forbid the 
sale of add-on converters for the 
17 new CB channels scheduled to 


become available next year). But 
manufacturers will be able to 
take some existing 23-channel 
PLL sets and modify them for 
full 40-channel operation next 
year — if they choose to and if 
the FCC permits it, which seems 
likely. 

SSB. Ordinary CB radios have 
legal access to 23 channels, ex- 
panding to 40-next. year. But by 
using “single-sideband”—trans- 
mission and reception you can 
gain access to an additional 46 
“hidden” channels (80 next 
year). These are the upper side- 
band and the lower sideband of 
each of the standard channels. In 
addition to the expanded num- 
ber of useful channels, SSB 
operation provides two other ad- 








Only At. 


23 Channel CB — Special 


..Marliboro 
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RJ-3200 $4 79°° 


esame as 3100 
eplus mod & on the air lights 

e NB & ANL noise blankers 
especial quick disconnect bracket 
¢ 1 yr. guarantee on parts & labor 





CCC Lkt 


RJ-3100 $4 4995 


eSquelch PA Switch 
*Delta tune 
¢Pos. - Neg. - Grd. 
._.¢ ANL Switch 
¢ lyr. guarantee on parts & labor 
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vantages over--conventional 
“AM” operation. First, because 
there are relatively few SSB CB 
transceivers in use, SSB pro- 
vides a degree of relative pri- 
vacy that ordinary CB sets can- 
not. SSB transmissions sound 
garbled and unintelligible when 
heard over a standard CB set. 
Second, because of the modula- 
tion method employed, SSB 
enables you to broadcast a 12- 
watt signal effectively without 
actually exceeding the 4-watt 
legal limit. Consequently your 
effective range is nearly tripled, 
increasing your broadcast cover- 
age area by about a factor of 
eight. Of course these advan- 
tages don’t come cheap. An SSB 
CB rig usually costs about twice 
as much as a standard CB rig 
having similar features. 


Features 

Because the majority of CB 
sets are heing sold for automo- 
tive use, any aspect of CB opera- 
tion which requires that you take 
your eyes off the road and look at 
the CB set while you fumble to 


set a control properly is not 
‘merely an inconvenience — it’s 


unsafe. Therefore, in some newer 
sets the most-used controls are 
being included right in the 
microphone case. In the SBE 
Formula D Touch-Comset, for 
example, the microphone case 
contains the channel selector, 
channel number display and 
volume control in addition to the 
usual transmit/receive button. 
The Hy-Gain Model 9 carries 
this concept even farther. All of 
the operating controls (on-off, 
volume, squelch, channel selec- 
tor, channel display, and 
transmit/receive) are contained 
in the hand-held microphone/- 
speaker unit. Since the main 
transceiver chassis is just a 
“black box” without any con- 
trols, it need not be located in 
the under-dash position where 
normal CB sets become prime 
candidates for theft; instead the 
chassis can be bolted out of sight 
under the seat or in the trunk. 
Superex has developed an- 
other solution to the driver’s 
problem: an accessory which 
























| Normally $94 Q%5 
COBRA 29 $ 


eDynamike 
*Delta Tune 
eRF Gain 
°NB & ANL Noise blanker 


NOW 


Power & Modulation Lights 





Normally $369°* NOW 


COBRA 132 $31 gO» 


eRF Gain 

eVoice lock for side band capabilities 
eOutput indicator lamp 

eFull 12 watts output 
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60 
DIAMOND 


SSB 








Normally S44 9* 


now °3 79% 


eSame qualities as Diamond 40 PLUS: 
eFull side band capabilities 
eTransmission not locked on center slot. 





40 
DIAMOND 





DIAMOND 
Bate 9 
Normally $229°*° 


eRF Gain Control $ 95 
Built-in SWR Meter 


Transmission indicator 
*Circuit protection built-in. In-case antenna 


SWR is high 


¢Warranteed right in the store. 


Remember this sale only at the 
MARLBORO Radio Shack 


Post Road Shopping Plaza — Rte. 20 © 481-1027 
Open 10-9 Week days : 


¢ 10-6 Saturday 
Sales limited by quantities available 


NOW 


sound needs. Na- 
tional Car Radio, 65 N. Bea- 
con St., Watertown Square 


926-1075 


For all vour 
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tional Car Radio, 65 N 
con St Watertown Square 
96-1075 
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€ » 
Tape’ 

ao) oe | ir: sound nee 
tional Car Radio, 65 N 

con St Square 
926-1075 


Watertown 


_ Cassettes? _ 
tional Car R ‘dio, 63 N. 


con St 
926-1075 


Watertown Square 


Radio? 
tional Car Radio bo N. Bea 


con St 
Y?H-] 75 


Watertown Square 
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gives you “no-hands”’ operation 
of your CB, permitting you to 
use both hands for driving. It is-a 
headset which contains a micro- 
phone and a voice-actuated relay 
circuit which instantly switches 
your CB into the “transmit” 
mode when you speak and auto- 
matically returns it to the 
“receive’’ mode when you finish 
talking. Unlike some “vox” sys- 
tems which lop off the first syl- 
lable of every sentence, the turn- 
on response of this system is very 
fast, so that every syllable you 
speak is broadcast. The design 
and location of the mike in the 
headset ensure that the trans- 
mit relay will be actuated only 
by your voice, not by road noise 
or the conversation of fellow pas- 
sengers in your car... 

In urban areas the standard 23 
CB channels are so crowded that 
you may find your right hand 
always on the channel selector, 
hunting for a clear channel. Con- 
versely, late at night or in rural 
areas, you may do a lot of dial- 
twisting hunting for active chan- 
nels and interesting conversa- 
tions. For these situations, and 
for the CB-user ‘who is just too 
lazy to do his own channel- 
changing, Tennelec is preparing 
to introduce: the first CB 
“scanner.” The unit will con- 
tinually scan all 23 CB chan- 
nels, pausing briefly at each to 
let you evaluate the conversa- 
tion before proceeding. Alterna- 
tively, the set can be made to 
scan until it finds and locks onto 
a clear channel, or to scan until 
it finds and locks onto an active 
channel. 

Finally, CB ceases to be a 
pleasure when your mobile unit 
is ripped off. Since parking-lot 
thieves commonly use the tell- 
tale CB antenna as a guide to 
which cars_to break into, an- 
tenna manufacturers are 
developing ways to hide or dis- 
guise the CB antenna, For $60 
you can buy the Tenna disap, 
pearing antenna — a motor- 
driven telescoping coil-loaded 
antenna which descends entirely 
into your car’s fender. At the 
flick of a switch the antenna rises 
into the air, ready for operation; 
and automatically switches on 
your CB rig. 

If you prefer a less expensive 
(or less sybaritic) alternative, 
Hy-Gain and Antenna 
Specialists are marketing dis- 
guised CB antennas that look 
like the old-fashioned simple 
fender-mounted whip antenna 
used for AM/FM car radios. Of 
course a fender-mounted 
antenna does_not provide the 
ideal radiation pattern that you 
would get from a standard coil- 
loaded CB antenna mounted at 
the center of the car’s roof. But 
for many, the improved odds 
that your CB system will still be 
there when you get back to the 
car will more than offset the re- 
duced performance which these 
antennas provide. 
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Medford, Mass. 
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DAVIS SQUARE 
SOMERVILLE, MA. 
02144 


Cobra @ Hy-Gain 
Regency e Motorola 
Blaupunkt 
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|ELLIS THE RIM MAN” THE RIM MAN” 


CB HEADQUARTERS FOR HOME & AUTO SELLS THE RIM MANS UNITS, ANTENNAS, MICS & ACCESSORIES 
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23 Channel Base, PLL Circuitry 

eBuilt-in SWR Meter 

eANL (Automatic Noise Limiter) W/Switch 
Microphone Preamp Built-in 

eAutomatic Modulation Control Built-in 
ellluminated Channel Selector 

¢Plug-in Mike Supplied 

Beautiful Wood Grain Side Panels 


#23 Channels Mobile, PLL Circuitry 

eRF Gain Control 

eSqueich Control w/PA Provision 

ellluminated Channel Selector 

ellluminated S/RF Meter 

External Speaker Jack 

*Automatic Noise Limiter W/Switch 

*Built-in Mike Preamp 

*Built-in Automatic Modulation Control 

*Operates Positive or Negative Ground ellluminated S/RF Meter 

eWith Plug-in Mike, Holder & Mounting Bracket *RF Gain Control 

Pe Sees eee ey 
With This Coupon 

COME IN TO ELLIS AND PURCHASE ANY OF THESE FINE fa-gain UNITS OR ANTENNAS AND 


CHOOSE EITHER 
ro FREE 


Copy of the *2.95 Best Seller 


eExternal Speaker Jack 

23 Channels Mobile, PLL Circuitry 
eBuilt-in Mike Preamp 

ellluminated Channel Selector 

¢Operates with Positive or Negative Ground 
eWith Plug-in Mike, Holder and Mobile 
Bracket 

eAutomatic Modulation Control 








CB 
SLANGUAGE/ 
LANGUAGE 
DICTIONARY 


By Lanie Dills 
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ANTENNAS 





THE WHITE KNIGHT 
CLEDUS MAGGARD AND 
THE CITIZEN'S BAND 
Kentucky Moonrunner; Mercy Day; Dad 
1 Gotta Go; C.8. Rock; The White Knight; 
daw Jackin’; Who We Got On Thet End? 
{You're The Only Friend | Got); Cledus’s 


c.8. Lingo Dictionary; C.8. 76. 
SRM 1-1072 MC8-1-1072 
MCR4-1-1072 


Courtesy of &> Records 


(Limit 15) WITH THIS COUPON (Limit 50) 
ee ee Ee ee eee ee ee ee tr rt 


NOW THRU OCT. 20 — FREE 


590 X ANTENNA WITH PURCHASE OF 
EITHER wfiatgain | OR || CB UNIT W 


ANTENNAS 
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The Hy-Gain 8 is a full feature base 
transceiver. It has a crystaLmatrix fre- 
quency synthesizer for 23 AM chan- 
nels, plus both upper and lower side- 
band. it has many extra features, in- 
cluding sophisticated noise cancel- 
ling circuitry with a switchable auto- 
matic noise limiter for atmospheric 
noise, a switchable noise bianker to 
eliminate manmade noise and a su- 
perb crystal filter for superior adjac- 
ent channel rejection. trols pro- 
vided for volume, channel, squeich, 
function fine tuning, tone, RF gain, 
SWR calibration, modulation adjust- 
ment, NB, ANL, PA, modulation me- 
ter, SWR bridge, and power. Sup- 
plied with plug-in microphone. Piug- 
in-jacks for optional telephone hand- 
set and remote or external speaker. 


DON’T BE CAUGHT WITHOUT 40 CHANNELS — MOST 


wfaygain S 


WILL BE ADAPTABLE FOR 40 CHANNEL AFTER JAN. 1, 1977 


ELLIS. 





CARCS 





FREE CB CODE 








1001 ITEMS FOR YOUR GAR 


182-4777 


This 23-channel Hy-Gain 9 trans- 
ceiver presents a new concept in CB 
radios. All the operator controls are 
built. into one compact unit that 
mounts within easy reach on your 
dashboard. The transceiver can be 
mounted out of sight in your vehicle. 
A quick-disconnect feature gives you 
the option of taking the mic-control 
unit with you or putting it out of sight 
when you leave your vehicle. This 
provides one of the first steps to- 
ward the prevention of CB radio 
thefts. The 2679 transceiver is com- 
pletely solid state unit. [t has a PLL 
synthesizer which provides immed- 
iate operation on all 23 channels with- 
out additional crystals or adjust- 
ments. The radio has a built-in auto- 
matic noise limiter for noise sup- 
pression. The transceiver operates 
from 12 volts DC (nominal) either 
positive or negative ground. 





"ELLIS THE RIM MAN” 





1001 COMMONWEALTH AVE. 


SEE US AT THE CB 
SHOW IN OCTOBER! 








BOSTON, MASS. 02215 


1 BLOCK FROM THE ARMORY 


MASTERCHARGE « Se eCARGS 


AMERICAN. EXPRESS = 
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makes it better. 


Radios, antennas, accessories. Hy-Gain 
makes everything for CB. And makes it 
best. We’re your single source for all your 
CB needs. , 

When you buy Hy-Gain, you don’t just 
buy parts, you buy a system. A system 
that’s designed to work together because 
we make it all. In fact, we are the only 
manufacturer to actually make both CB 
radios and antennas. 

Because we make everything that goes 
into a Hy-Gain Citizens Two-Way radio 
system we're able to design in quality 
and the extra performance you’re look- 
ing for. 





AVAILABLE AT DEALERS LISTED BELOW 








MASSACHUSETTS Claus Gelotte, inc HYANNIS. Tom Connoly Pontiac 
ACTON Lechmere Sales Lafayette Radio PEABODY 

County Electronics Markline Co LAWRENCE Atlantis Sound 
ALLSTON CHELMSFORD A&W Electronics Jordan Marsh 
Atlantis Sound Radio Shack Currier Sound PITTS FIELD 
ARLINGTON CHELSEA Fischer & Brainard Scott-Kent 

Avery Radio Mass. Pike Radio Malco Electronics PLYMOUTH 

New England Photo Suffolk TV & Appliance » LEXINGTON M&M Sporting Goods 
ATHOL CHESTNUT HILL Wholesale Electronic Supply Rich's 

Maroni Furniture Tweeter Etc LOWELL QUINCY 

Plotkin’s Radio Shack DANVERS Dick Martin Distributors Claus Gelotte, Inc. 
BOSTON Lechmere Sales Garnick’s TV Grossman's 

Claus Gelotte Music City LYNN Nesco of Quincey 
Copley Camera Shop DEDHAM Caps Auto Supply South Shore TV 
Electronic Distributors Harry Amos & Son MALDEN Warren's Appliance 
Hub Auto Supply . Henrys Raddio Jordan Marsh OLPH 

Jordan Marsh Lechmere Sales Hunt Drug Fernwood TV & Appliance 
Markline Co Tape Place NATICK REVERE 

sew Sigions Luggage Tropiciand Custom Auto Radio Stearns Hardware 
Tee Vee Supply essex NEEDHAM SALEM 

Trenqvision Sales Essex Radio You-Do-It Electronics Rich's 

Tweeter, Etc FALL RIVER + WEW BEDFORD Tri-City Catalog Store 
Yale Electric Supply Fall River Sporting Goods Newbury TV Webster Electronics 
BRAINTREE Flint TV Ponte'’s TV SAUGUS 

Dineen Automotive Haddad Electronicx Radio Shack Caps Auto Supply 
Highland Pharmacy Schwartz Lumber Co NEWBURYPORT Custom Auto Radio 
Jordan Marsh FALMOUTH Gordart’s TV Latayette Radio 
London's Radio Shack NEWTON SO. BRAINTREE 
Radio Shack FITCHBURG Huntington Radio Zacc's TV 

Thayer Pharmacy Fitchburg Music Stan's TV SO. DEERFIELD 
Warren tardwere Odyssey Sound Silver Lake Radio Shop Leo's TV 

Azcc’s TV Prime Value Mart Union Pontiac SO. EASTON 
BROCKTON FRAMINGHAM NORFOLK Fred's TV 

CB Cellar — Perrson's Atlantis Sound C & Service SO. GRAFTON 
Town TV Communicate NO. ANDOVER Dan's Radio Shop 
Samson Radio Garino's Petricca Electronics SPENCER 
BROOKLINE Jordan Marsh NO. SCITUATE Cady TV 

Banlys GEORGETOWN County Way Radio Wedge TV 
BURLINGTON Georgetown TV NO. WEYMOUTH STOUGHTON 
Jordan Marsh GLOUCESTER Suburban TV Maimark Service, inc 
Resistor-Tronics Coastal Tire & Appliance NORWELL TAUNTON 

The Value House JK Systems Auto Engineering South David B. Dean & Co. 
CAMBRIDGE HAVERHILL NORWOOD VINEYARD 

Atlantis Sound Dick's 2-Way Radio A&W Electronics Haven Brickman’s 
Complete Photo Service The Value House Norwood Hardware 
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Our complete transceiver line in- 
cludes a radio for every Mobile range 
from our budget-minded Hy-Gain 1 to 
our superb AM/Sideband Hy-Gain 5. For 
base use, we have our popular medium 
priced Hy-Gain 4, plus our new low 
priced Hy-Gain 7 and _ top-of-the-line 
AM/Sideband Hy-Gain 8. | 

All Hy-Gain radios feature high qual- 
ity microphones, 23 channels (69 with 
sideband units), sophisticated noise-can- 
celling circuitry, jacks for telephone 
handset and speakers, and come com- 
plete with mounting bracket, mic holder 
and all hardware. : 


WAKEFIELD 

D&J TV 

Steven's Distributor's 
WALTHAM 

Markline Co. (OK) 
Tom Lyons 
WATERTOWN 
Acme TV 

Auto Sound 

K&L Sound 

Rich's Car-Tunes 
WELLESLEY 
Burgess Industrial Supply 
WESTBORO 
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Johnny Rutherford Special 
This coupon entitles the bearer to one Hy-Gain Hellcat X antenna 
Order No. 590 with the purchase of a Hy-Gain 1, Hy-Gain 2 or 


R&B Electronics 
W. BRIDGEWATER 








pomionge Apt Model 2680 citizens two-way transceiver. 

os This offer is limited to one free antenna per transceiver 
Polar Bear Cave purchase. > 
The Wholesaler Good only at participating Hy-Gain dealers. Offer good while 
wosuRN supply lasts. 

New Eng. Maritime Speciatties 

WORCESTER te 

Atamian Volkswagen NAME 

Atlantis Sound 

Classic Car Corp. 

The Fair ADDRESS 

Jordan Marsh City STATE 2IP 





O'Coins 
cmne TY = TRANSCEIVER MODEL AND SERIAL NUMBER 


Simplex Appliance This coupon must be filled out by purchaser. Void where prohibited. 
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“Buy a Hy-Gain | or 2 CBradio now, and get a $19.95 antenna FREE!” 


